SECTION III
TIMBER AS A BUILDING MATERIAL
IN contrast to the other materials described in this book, timber has
been used in building throughout the ages. Its qualities automatically
recommend it for such a use. Wood in some form Is to be found in
most parts of the world ; it is an extremely sympathetic material, is
readily worked and is one of the few natural materials possessing
tensile strength.
As a result, a very highly developed craftsmanship in woodworking
has evolved. This is far removed from the laboratory techniques
applied to plastics or metals. Until very recently there has been
little attempt to codify the mechanical properties of woods, and the
design of structural timber has been done by rule ef thumb.
It was perhaps inevitable that sooper or later the technique of using
wood should come more into line with tkat employed in the case of
its modern rivals. This process of adaptation to modern methods has
been greatly accelerated, by the war, which found us desperately
short of timber and which forced us to adopt every device which
would help to eke out supplies.
The new need for economy is reflected throughout Mr. Lockyer's
Paper and rightly so, for wood is likely to remain restricted in
^quantity for a long time to come.
The author describes three main waystin which we can reduce our
reliance on imported softwoods. These are the increased use of
Empire and home grown hardwoods, the more scientific design of
structural timber, and the greater use of the short lengths and other
by-products of the sawmill which have been treated as scrap in the
more extravagant past. He stresses throughout that care in selection,
seasoning and preservation of timber is amply repaid by results.